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NolLaCon Hugo Voting
by Mary Kay Jackson
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Ay SACKSON FESETVES ANEION.

| realize that the topic | want
to address here appeared a couple
of issues ago, but | only recently
acquired the back lssues. | really
feel that | have to comment on
Duane’s article about how he was
“robbed” of a Hugo nomination.
First let me say right off that | have
known Susan and Jim Satterfield, the
folks in charge of the Hugos for
New Orieans, for over ten years. |
know them to be honest and resent,
on their behalf, the clear implication
in Duane’s article that they were not.
I have talked to Susan on the phone
twice since reading Duane’s article
and will attempt to recount to the
best of my abllity the gist of those
conversations. (I might add that
Susan knows | am writing this lefter
and [ wlil be sending her a copy.)

Susan says that now, more than a
year later, she does not really
remember just what the postmark on
the famous package of ballots was.
That really was not the polnt. What
Duane falled to make clear in his
article was the circumstance regard-
ing the recelpt of those ballots. That
package of baliots arrived after all
the other ballots had been tallled.
After the final ballot had been type-
set. After the final proof had been
sent to the committee for printing.
After Locus had been notified. After
the final nominees had been notified.
See NoLaCon on Page 7.

ConChord V Update

Chliid Policy Revised
PR #2 Out Soon

Preliminary Program ideas
by Rick Weiss

Things are moving ahead for Con-
Chord V to be held at the LAX
Quality Inn Hotel on October 6-8.
The hoftest topic to date has been
the Chlid Policy presented in PR #1.
After further discussion, the Con-
Com has responded to commenis
and feedback from various sources
by {increasing their life -insurance

-eoverage] modifying the official

policy for ConChord. The new offi-
clal policy will appear in PR #2.
Preliminary notes from the ConCom
meeting appear In the box on Page
4. Theses changes are not yet final-
Ized! The unofficial policy remains
the same: you ars urged nof to bring
small children to the Con. The sams
applies to pets - members should
think at least twice before bringing
iife-forms other than Aoso saorens
into the Convention areas. Do
remember, though, that this applies
only to the specific Convention func-
tion space. Your hote! room and the
public hotel lobbles do not belong
to ConChord.

Progress Report #2 should be on its
way to all Con members Real Soon
Now (mid-September). Untii it
arrives, here are a few Hdbits to
keep you Interested. Concerts are
belng planned for Saturday svening
and Sunday afternoon. Neither wiil
be a big marathon session - three to
four hours max. Confirmed perfor-
mers at this time Include Cindy
McQuiiiin and Dr. Jane Robinson,
Kathy Mar, and of course, our
guests of Honor, Bili Roper and
Carol Poore. Rumor has it that the
notorious CIif Flynt and Barbara
Reidel may accompany Bill and
Carol to ConChord. if this happens,
it is also feared that ConCom wili be
unable to prevent their appsarance
on stage.

Cther things to watch out for at
ConChord will Include the Kazoo
Awards, to be presented to varlous
deserving people when they least
expect It and the Toflally Tacky
Tasteless GConcerl, presented by
Chrys Thorsen, Ralphie Baby, and
the Thor Records crew. Chrys Is
looking for supporting cast mem-
bers, Roadies and Techies /Grou-
pres can call me - e &) to help
out with this project Into question-
able taste. Anyone interested should
contact Chrys at Thor Records (see
resourcs listings on Page 8).

Lastly, ali of this will be missed if
you don’t have a membarship! Avold
the rush at the door, pre-register
and make your hotel reservations
nowl
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UPCOMING EVENTS
fulure fHIKksngs
Los Angeles Area:
Sept 23: Lee & Barry Gold,
hosts
Los Angeles, CA
Oct 6-8: Con-Chord V
See Con listings for
more Info.
Nov 4: Harry & Mara
Brener, hosts
Arcadia, CA

For Info/malling list, contact Rick
Woelss, 714/530-35486.

San Diego Area:
Sept 9, at 7 PM at Windboumne’s
studio. Call Karen
Rogers at 619/
265-0069 for info.

SF_Bay Area For Info/malling Hst,
contact Bob Kanefsky. 415/324-
2001, Kathy Mar, 415/481-5736, or
Collesn Savitzky, 408/294-6492.

To have your (or any other) filksing
listed in this column, cali or write
Rick Waiss (see above).

The Fllking Times

UPCOMING EVENTS
Convenltions

Con-Chord V. October 6-8, 1989.
Paul Willett, Chairman; 1810 14th
Street #102, Santa Monica, CA
90404. Attending membership: $20
til September 20; supporting: $8.
QOH’s: Bill Roper & Carol Poore.
Toastmisiress: Calhy Cook
McDonaid. Hotel: Quality Hotel (LAX
Airport), 213/645-2200; room rate:
$50.00 (sgi/dbl) per night.

OVFF V, October 1983. October
27-29, 1989. P.O. Box 211101, Col-
umbus, OH 43221. Memberships:
$15 thru Sept 30, then $20 at the
door. GoH’s: Barry & Sally Childs-
Helton. Toastmaster: Josy Shojl.
Hotel: University Inn, 3110 Olentangy
River Road, Columbus, Ohio, 43202.
Call 800/262-7468 (800/282-3626 In
Ohilo only) for reservations. Annual
Midwest Flikcon. Vote for the OVFF
Pegasys Awards, non-members can
vole, too!

Silicon ‘89. November 24-26, 1988.
P.O. Box 8029, San Joss, CA 9515,
408/993-0140. GoH's: Charles de
Lint, David Cherry, Nancy L. Cobb.
TM: Diana Paxson. Membership: $25
thru 11/1/89, $30 at the door. Hotel:
San Jose Red Lion Inn, 408/279-
0600.
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Consonance 1990, March 2-4,
1990. Bob Laurent, Chair, Wall
Songs, P.O. Box 29888, Oakland,
CA 84604. Membership: $20 thru
10/09/89; $25 thru 2/2/90; higher
later. GOH's: Barry & Sally Chiids-
Helton. Toastmaster: Chris Weber.
Hotel: San Jose Radisson Hotel
1471 N. 4th St, San Jose, CA 95112,
408/298-0100. Room rates: $52 Sgl/
Dbi, $62 Trip/Quad. Call or write the
hotel for reservations.

Random Reallties, The Convne-
tion, ak.a. Randomcon [, April 13-
15, 1990. Kelth Wiillams, Chalr. P.O.
Box 2690, Bell Gardens, CA 80201,
213/927-3200 (phone 8-10 PM only).
GoH's; Frederick Pohl, Bill Conlin.
Membership: $25 thru 1/1/90, higher
later. Hotel. The Hacienda Hotel, 5§25
N. Sepulveda Bivd,, El Segundo, CA,
800/262-1314 (from CA), 800/421-
5900 (from outside CA). Rates. $49
Sgi/Dbl. Free Parking. The Random
Reatities group ran the LA bid for
Westercon 40, and has/had local
filkers Paul Willett, Efc Gerds, Chris
Weber and more on the committee.

Westercon 43, July 5-8, 1990. P.O.
Box 5794, Portland, OR 97228; 503/
283-0802. Aftending membership:
$25 till July 4, 1989; higher later.
Supporting: $15.

THE FILKING TIMES Editorial Policy--TAKE HEED!
Rick Welss, Aub/ls/rer
Deborah Leonard, Contibutng £aifor

The Filking Times is a fanzine for the genaral filking community and
will publish articles, commentariss, reviews, sditorials, and istters
on topics of interest to filkdom Contems copyright 1888 Rick Weiss
and Deborah Lesonard. All rights reserved. All materials bsaring
notice of prior copyright are reprinted hereby permission of the
authors. All works not originally copyrighted are to revert all
rights to the authors upon publication Permission to reprint granted
provided proper credit is given.

Any item sent to us will be considered open for publication unless
specifically requested otherwiss. In any case, we reserve ths right
to refuse and/or to edit any item sent. Piease sign your
submission—-we want to give credit (or blame) to the proper author.
If you want to use a pen nams, say so.

CONTRIBUTION_POLICY: Those who send nems for print that
ganerate 3-4 column .nches of text {8.75inch width and 10-point
type) in one issue will receive that issue free; subscribers having a
published item conforming to the above will have their subscription
extended by one issue.

BATES: $5 for 12 issues; $4 for backdated subscription (Issues 0-12);
Ist class mail Single or sample copies are available for $0.50. Send
cash, check or money order payable to: Rick Weiss, 13261 Donegal
Drive, Garden Grove, CA 82644-2304. We will also trade for other
filk2ines.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed herein are those of the
writers and are not necessarily those of the editors. We will try to
publish diffsrent viewpoints and responsas on issuas of interest. Do
be aware that "No Comment” is a response, albeit rather
unenfightening.

BEVIEWS. ARTICLES. COMMENTARIES. LETTERS: we ars
looking for items on topics of general interest to filkers, be it local
nows, filk revisws, tips on songwriting, Convention roports, filk
history, local fikk customs, comments on previous articles, or
whatever else you tan think of. Please writell

EVENT LISTINGS: We will publish information about upcoming filk
events and conventions. So send us something, gang $Sc we can
print it!

SUIBMISSIONS: Send your submissions to the above address in
hardcopy OR Atari ST disksttes {8.67) with .DOC or ASCll files OR
upload ASCH files to tha DAG Electronic BBS (213/546-1861 at 1200
baud) via the Control 2 upload to Sysop command.

CLASSIFIEDS!ADVERIISING: Classifieds will be published on a
space available basis. Free classifisds up to 4 lines for subscribers;
additional lines and non-subscribars: $0.25 per line. Other advertis-
ing--call or write us and we'll negotiate.

TBIVIA: This ‘zine was produced on an Atari 520ST upgraded to
1 MB using Timeworks Ward Writer ST and The Timeworks Desktop
Publisher and printed on a Citizen MSP-10 8-pin dot matrix printer.
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Flik Publications: Just
When You Thought It Was
Safe...

REoITHed from Hampmgs #78,
MarMay 58
Copr: 1958 by Margare! Midalelon

| have in hand three coples (#34 &
5) of 77e rtiirg Times, edited by
Rick Weiss and Deborah Leonard.
This Is a fine zine which arose in the
LA area to flll the void left by the
fafialion of Paul Willett (more about
that further down in this article).
Whiie it does not publish filksongs, it
does cover the newsfront of Wast
Coast filkiandom very well and plcks
up bits from elsewhere aiso. Most of
the hard news Htems In all but the
June Issue are well out-of-date so |
won't be quoting from them this
Issue.

One artlicle | do want to comment
on. though. This concerns the “Sug-
gested Blll of Rights and Responsi-
bilities for a Filk". Part 3 of 4 ran in
issue #5 (Juns) and | dont have
coples of sarlier parls or sariter
drafts of the document What | have
seen. though, looks very good In-
deed. Any chance of a complete
reprint (possibly as a booklet for
Con-chord and/or OVFF distribu-
tion? | would love to reproduce it In
APA-FlIk, also, which has a mostly
EastCoast membership).

(TASK & ye Shall rece/ns...

TET #6 Just amived, and 16 wio/e
back page was laker qp by &
complele prnfout of Hie R7Rs /
Have added TFTs edifornral address
al tre bollom ang wif Xerox £ as an
exva page mn His /ssue of FYpHgs.
/ WY afso zap coplss fo Jolhn
Boaraiman ror 1rciysiorn 17 AF43-Fik,)

Ol O O B0 O

The editors wish to thank Margaret
and Harpings for the kind words
regarding TFT. We are also glad to
ses the Interest in the R&R’s and
repeat that they may be freely
reprinted so long as credit to
Deborah Leonard, Rick Weiss and
The_fitking Thmes s given. |if
anyone hags modifications or other
comments, please send them to us.
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Conosaurus: Filk Reports From Westercon 42

Walling at Westercon
by Bob Laurent

Westercon In Anaheim last weekend
had relatively littie filking In spite of
having a committee member (Gary
Anderson) responsible for filking.
this was largely due to other evening
activittes that many of the filkers
were Interested In. Westercon ran
Friday through tuesday. Friday most
people were tired from work and
travel. Saturday the Masquserade was
well aftended by filkers as Gary
Anderson and janet Wilson (two well
liked fllkers) had a very Impressive
costume (which won “Best of Show)
and Dr. Jane robinson was doing
the Intermission entertainment. Sun-
day was the filk concert starting at 6
PM (l.e. no dinner break), followed
by Dr. Jane and the Primordial Oohz
{see the “Wackadamla” tape Just
released from Thor). After that, many
people needed food and then it was
quite late to start fllking (at least that
was how It feit to those of us who
needed to be up for our hucksters
tables In the moming). Monday
svening had some reasonable filk-
ing, but many people wers tiring as
it was the third or fourth day of the
Convention. Fllking was, however,
well represented In the Dealer's
Room. DAG Productions, Off-Cen-
taur/Firebird, Thor Records, Wall
Songs and Quicksliver Fantasies all
had tables. There were at least six
new tapes out - Wackadamia (Dr.
Jane Robinson/Thor), Through My
Eyes (Larry Warner/Thor), Shake
The Dust Off (Blll Sutton/DAG),

Sutton/DAG), On_Fllkley_Moor (Brit-

Ish Anthology), and Wassall Test
{British Anthology). Firebird had also

A fund raising auction was conduc-
ted at Westercon for the (Con-Chord
V) Cathy Cook Fan Fund at the Thor
Records party (which was also serv-
ing as a going-away party for Cathy,
Paul, Robyn, & Bryon). it was a great
success -- we ralsed more than half
of the air fare! Donations were
recelved from every fllk dealer at
Westercon! (My thanks to the

Re: Westercon 42
by Mara Eve Brener

A IIitle box in the August issue of
TFT has asked me how | found the
fliking at Westercon. 'm must admit
that the quick answer is “with diffi-
culty”. The Desert Springs Room
could not be localed without an
advanced map-reading course, and
Ghod help you K you were In a
wheelchalir.

On Saturday, | didn’t find too much
filkking going on untii 8 PM, when
Tera Mitcheil, Heather Rose jones,
Jane Mallander, and | staked out
Salon 2 (or was it 37). We sat, talked
and held onto the room as a few
others began to trickie in, up to the
post-Masquerade Influx. Some of us
sneaked out to catch the half-time
entertainment, and Dr. Jane was
magnificent! Through the evening
(and | hung around pretty late), we
collected a respectable-sized
crowd. A few were people unfamiliar
with filk, which Is one of the bensfits
of a centrally located fllk room. The
style was sort of a jump-in without
as officlal moderator, aithough Jane,
Steve Savitzky and | seemed to be
doing much of the jumping. | also
have it on my husband’s authority
that there was a fairly good-sized
filksing going on simullaneously in
See Westercon on Page 7.

donors: Gall Balley [who was agent-
Ing for Off Centaur/Firebird], DAG
Productions, Quicksilver Fantasies,
Cynthla McQuillin/Unlikely Publica-
tions, Thor Records, Caroily Hauks-
doftir [best known to flikers for her
many tape covers on the Off Cen-
taur, Wall Songs, and Thor Records
labeis], Mitch Botwin [jewelry dealer
from New York], Chris Weber, Rick
Weiss [The Filking Times], Larry
Warner, and Paul Wiliett [Philk-Fee-
Nom-Ee-Non] [hopefully | didnt
miss anyons] and the bidders)
Donations are still nesded -- mone-
tary or rare/unusual filk tems (to be
auctioned off at a later dats). Send
them fo: Bob Laurent c¢/o Wall
Songs, P.O. Box 29888, Oakland,
CA 94504.
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ConChord Child Policy - Alternate Views

RE: ConChord 5 Official Policy on Children
An Open Letter To the Members of the ConChord Committee
by Harry and Mara Brener

This letter has bsen prompted by
our reading of the Officlal Policy on
Chiidren In Progress Report #1, and
subsequent conversations with vari-
ous persons. As requested In the
Report, we would like to make a few
comments and suggestions, In
hopes of Improving

times, the other flik rooms were
made avaliable to the babysitting
co-op. t would sit a little more
comfortably with the parents to be
able to feel that their chlidren’s
membership fees were going toward
the rental of a room for the chii-

Revised ConChord
Policles
A Commentary and Explanation
by Gary Anderson

New Nolse Policy

Children and adults will held re-
sponsible for their behavior at all
times. This especially means with
respect to noise or other distur-
bances, with special
reference to the con-

the situation as we

ShbiL ConChord ¥ Noise Policy certs and other direct

: 5] : : ; a0 el filking activity. f an
First of all H was Armrmember, child or aduft, creating a disturbance or unnecess- adult member
only recently that we ary nolse. especially at the Cancert or One- Snhots, will be asked engages In disruptive
learned that every | 101eave the Convention area, activity (carries on
child afttending s _C_Q]]Qj]ﬂ_r_d_v_c_h][d_f_ojjcj loud conversations,
REQUIRED to pur- Prellmlnary Revised Version 1.1 becomes drunk and
chase a child’s disorderly)  he/she
membership, as well 1) Child memberships will be sold at one-haff the adult T e
as being expscted to membership rate. : leave. K a child
stay clear as much | 2y Parents will be heid rasponstble for the behavior of their | member engages in
as absolutely pos- children. : : : : ] disruptive activity
sible. Now, the idea : ; 4 : (whines, snivels
of a child’s member- 3) A chitd member zzys7 be accompanied by an adult member “Mommy, | wanna
ship would not trou- at all times. Unaccompanled children a7o 228/ parasls wIII_' drink. Daddy, | wanna
ble me If it appeared bs asked to leave the convention area. : go™, whiz Ithe Kid

to entitie the child to
anything. however,
as It stands, this
charge seems to be
nothing but a penalty
fine to parents for
the crime of having
to bring thelr chil-
dren along. Further-
more, as It Is an
understood fact that
one or both parents
will be required to
miss all of the signi-
ficant events which
will be declared
chilid-free, we fur-
thermore have fo
view this as an
added fee for the

4} The convention staff are not babysiftars, and we will not be

forced lo be babysitters by defauft

5) ConChord V can not pravide nny kind of babysitling saMce:
por can ConChord V provide any room far a |

at all,
babyslmng co-op.

6) Parents who s/ bring their children to ConChord V are
encouraged to ca-op babysititng on their own, in thelr own |

hotel raoms, keeping cmldren out Of convention areas.

7) Children’s membershlps wIII be sold omy under lhosa 1erms_

and candmuns :

8y mcmluran $ mombersmpe wm be sma !o t:nlldren A cmm}_'

: may not have an adult mambsrshlp

9) If lhora Is ‘any quastlon of whemor a person Is

ConChord Commlttae wm bo ﬂnal

' "éﬁud""bf

dren’s benefit. Concerning possible

flashes past) the cus-
todlal parental enti-
ties will be expected
fo remove them im-
mediately. Remem-
ber - the judgement
as to disruptive is at
the sole discretion of
the ConChord com-
mittes.

Revised Child

Policy

There were originaily
9 points in the Offi-
clal Policy. The only
ones being modified
are #1 and #3.

New #1: Chlidren’s

priviiege of missing thess svents.

Pisase do not misunderstand me. |
agree fully that there need to be
child-free zones for the concerts
and such. However, since the
majority of those at the con will be
aftending these events, It would
seam fair to me if, during child-free

Insurance llabliity, we have spoken
to an al.orney who is also an SF fan,
and he informs us that in his under-
standing, if the con is not providing
the childcarse, s Insurance will not
be liable. He further suggested that
the insurance company be contac-
See Letter on Page 5.

memberships will still be sold. Chll-
dren may attend all of the conven-
tion subject to their good behavior.

New #3: Children MUST be
ACCOMPANIED by a custodial
parental entity at ALL times. This
means right near the kid, preferably
See Commenis on Pags 6.
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“Quoth the FilkLord. . . ™
by Quentin Long
An eccentric column from an
off-centerad fiiker

..And welcome, once again, to
another edition of 7786/ and Leader
-- Al Tle Movies#/I'm Larry Treble...

..And I'm Dick Leader. Tonight
we'sre golng to focus on that hot
new musical horror sequel, “A Fiiks-
Ing on Eim Street Part 47: The Tully
Drought”.

Right, Dick. The clip we're going to
play for you Is from the paginning of
the fiim, which takes place several
months after the mysterious dis-
appearance of the Filk Master, Gary
Roper.

As the scene opens, the Caslon
household has recovered enough
from the events of the last flim to
hold another filksing. Which they do,
in spite of Tabitha’'s warning that
Gary will sursly return to spoil svery-
thing.

And Is Tabitha right? Let's find out
Roll ‘em!

Scene: A typical Southern California
Iving room, fllied to the briskets with
fen, guitars and a smattering of other
instruments, Inciuding the rare tape
recorder. There s noise, there is
singing, there are lois of munchies
and potable fluids.

RANDOM FAN: Great fllk, Bob!

BOB CASLON:. Thanks, Gordy.
Okay, Jane, you had a tape? Let's
hear it.

776 crowd fowers M6 rorse /evel by
maybe & decrBe/s.

JANE: | recorded this last month at

KankakeeCon, In lliinois. 's one of
the best kanefs I've ever heard!

JANE flddies with /rer casselle deck

CASSETTE DECK: “1 dwell in the
songbook...”

Suddenly, TABITHA leaps from her
gseat, vainly trying to shut off the
deck.

TABITHA (screaming louder than a
vintage Who concert). No, you can't
play thatt ~#7be back, | know [t!

Al tifs porl SAUL s68s fils Grgarik

The Filking Times
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A Reply to The FilkLord
Bemrg a rebutal lo Quentn Long s columm /1 TFT /ssue 5.
by Kay Shapero

I’'d say Quentin is missing the paoint
somewhat. We're not talking about
professional singers for the most
pant, we're not svsn talking about an
amaleur singing group like the Mad-
rigais we’re talking about Individual
amateurs Invoi < in a hobby. Few
hobbies dem= a high minimum
standard to g«' nvolved. For exam-
ple, look at i «ng. This can be
anything from z short trip on a level
path to a class 6 climb up a rock
face. Now there’s a falrly steep
minimum skill required for the lafter,
but almost anyone who can walk,
roli a wheelchair or whatever can
manage the former. But all are part
of the same hobby, hiking. The guy
with years of tralning and a speclal
telescope making fong term expo-
sures of distant galaxies and the kid
out in the backyard looking at Jupi-
ter with Dad’s binoculars are both
practicing the hobby of astronomy,

even though the former needs more
specific knowiedge to do what he Is
doing. And both Kathy Mar and the
guy who sat next to you at the last
filkksing and knocked you right out of
key with his impression of a walrus
are practicing the same hobby, filk-
singing, even if Kathy sounds a lot
better at it!

In short, like the class 6 climb or the
galactic photography, professional
(or semi-pro) filkk tape performances
demand a high skill, while gathering
In a small group and singing all
night do not, any more than you
should have to be Frank Sinatra to
sing “My Way” In a karaoke bar.
Remember rule C-3 of the Filker's
Blll of Rights and Responsibilities so
admired In the article: f you don’t
llke the song/performer/whatever,
you have the right (if not the respon-
sibilityt) to 1eave the flikroom.

coffecton stwl fo shshke -- our
canlt be an 8IMYUIfE SHICE
notung alse /s afecled TAS/THA
connyes to spazz oul and mve [os
connues 1o play

SAUL: What the...?

CASSETTE DECK: “I snjoy those |
eat, and the songs | excrete are
irreverent and rude...”

Gk rooplas over wit? & craslh
Mhke Satan's 18l -- SPAMMY -- and
De whole room fs sHenl Liven
JANES casselis deck was unolg-
ged by e Jolf Slowly, Mexorably, 2
Harg r7ses ol of GGarlik's pages.’
an svil fand. Wil & Ha-aozern guitar
PDIchs 07 83c/ g Hose onner /7
Amonr, arnd fesred Oy i

Sucaanly e Pand snaps o fo e
ceamng ana me many pleks embed
memIsones 1 Me acoustc tie! 7ne
an refacls fo Ms nrormal /879y,

PUimng e miumany obease 1o of
GARY ROPER up Dirougl? GIgafiik

HrCh explodes Irorm e siran.

GARY (brightly, in a gravelly. off-
pltch voice of no flxed range): Hi,
kids! Did’ja miss me?

Letter on Child Policy

Continued from Page 4.

ted, and Eric Gerds has agreed fo
do this. As to the co-op itself,
Colleen Savitzky and | would be
perfectly willing to organize it and
bring appropriate activities and sup-
pliss. Other people have also
expressed willingness to help out in
their areas of expertise. Of course,
the co-op and room arrangemsnts
would need to have been planned
out in advance, rather than walting to
begin until arrival at the con.

| feel that f some re-thinking on this
subject is not done, fandom will
uitimatety suffer. Many of the parents
reading the Officlal Policy will catch
the same bad vibes that struck us,
and it will probably anger some of
them sufficlently to cause them to
drop out. Furthermore, many chi!-
dren of fans are likely to grow up
with similar fannish Interesis, but
may wsell be turned off by what
seems to a strong “we don’t want
you” attitude. | aiso think that the
classification “children” needs to be
See Child Policy on Page 8.
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THE GHODMUDDER
SPEAKS...

Another new tape out this year is Bill
Sutton’'s Shake_The_ Dust_Off. Bill
was GoH at Con-Chord IV last year
so It only makes sense that he would
do a tape with our own DAG Pro-
duction and record It at the Thor
Records Studio. | personally would
llke to see more productions from
the DAG/Thor feam, they seem to do
It so well!

This is Bill's second tapse, the first
one (from Off-Centaur) is out of
print but may still be available If you
look real hard. The new tape has a
wonderful variety of new songs:
space, jove, war and several funny
ones like “The Electron Waltz” and
“Beer Bed” (which has a back-up
by Ralph Mason on waterbed (how
do you tune a walerbed?)) | was
pleased to note the back-ups really
compliment not only BiiI’'s voice and
music bul also his style, but | will
admit that | do miss the vocals
back-ups which | feel would have
given the songs more body.

My personal favorite from this tape
is Stepping Stones.

...AND EVERYONE SHOULD
LISTEN (but form your own
opinion!)

Comments on
ConChord Policies

Continued from Page 4

within grabbing distance. Hf the kid
wanders too far, you will be asked to
corral him/er. Unattended children
will have their memberships
revoked.

Explanation: (Athough It Is usually a
mistake to explain policy.) There
were several cases of chlidren left
basically unattended in the lobby
area outside the main room at the
last ConChord. This forced the not-
particularly-child-oriented regist-
ration table attendants into a babysit-
ter role, which they did not want,
heartily resented, and could have
incurred considerable liabllity for.
Likewlse, there were several times
when chilldren were running through
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Quick News

c>Michells Darlens Willeti, born
August 1, 1989. Seven pounds, ten
ounces; twenty inches. Mother finse,
father in ICU (mental).

=>Upcoming from Wall Songs are
the three tapes from OVFF last year:
OVFF_The_Record, OVFF_Beat and
OVFF to the Stars. The last will have
a strong space theme. Future pro-
Jects Include a Iive tape from Con-
genial (held In March In Wisconsin)
and two songbook projects. | am not
sure that there was snough malerlal
to warrant a tape from Waestercon
this year -- I'll have to listen to
decide. Wail Songs will be record-
ing at Worldcon In Boston and OVFF
later this year. Sob Lauresns

c»English Fllk -- The British fllkers
seem o be doing quite weil. They've
produced two nice anthology song-
books (On Flikiey Moor and Wassall
Test), two anthology tapes (On_Flik-
ley Moor and Wassall Test) contain-
ing highlights from the books, and a
solo tape -- The_Oak _The Bowan
and_the Wiid_Rose (Mike Whitaker),
which is rather nice. Zood Lauran/

=>From Thor Records:. look for two
new tapes at WorldCon: Robin
Balley's Never_Too_Old to_Dream
and Pius C’est la Meme_Chose from
Kathy Mar.

the concert area, crying, or other-
wise a real pain. This Is why we try
to discourage chiidren from even
being there. We reallze that children
often will shriek suddenly, get fussy,
whine and snivsl, and often cannot
be reasoned with. The answer we
usually get Is “Gee, 'm sorry, but
you can’t Just strangie little
%#*@8&%$#.” Begging the obvious
replles, the only solution is not to
have the kid there In the first place,
and thus avoid the emotional black-
mall of “You’re plcking on the kids.”
| have seen kids who could be
trusted not to say anytning, having
learned “sit down and shut up” well,
and who, when communication was
necessary. could tap on the parent's
person to get aftention and then

=>Cathy Cook MacDonald (Con-
Chord’s Toastmistress) and family
have moved o the far reaches of
Newfoundland, Canada. 777 has
just received a Ietter from her saying
they’re alive and weill, and wiil wel-
come any contacts from the Wast
Coast and Fandom. Her new
address Is: 82 Montana Drive,
Stephenvilie, NFLD A2N2T1, phone
709/643-3761. Remember, the
Cathy Cook Fan fund is still raising
money to pay for her ticket from
Newfoundland to Los Angeles for
ConChord. Send contributions to:
Bob Laurent, ¢/o Wall Songs, P.O.
Box 29888, Oakland, CA 94604.

>Mara Brener won third Place In
the SoCal regionals of the “Singin’
in the Shower’ contest, sponsored
by K-Earth radio 930 AM and Lever
Brothers. The contest was held on
July 23 at Santa Anita Fashlon Park.
Each contestant wrote an original
song, or original lyrics to an existing
tune, containing the names of K-
Earth and onse or more of five kinds
of soap; and performed sald song,
appropriately costumed, whlle
standing In a bathtub. Third place
won $100, Second was worth $250,
and First place $500 and the oppor-
tunity to compete In the National
Competition at Universal Studios. All
(elght) contestants received a goody
bag containing a shower head, a
waterproof radio, lots of soap sam-
ples, and a rubber duckis. Adz
Brarnsr

speak In a real whisper or even go
outside. Who would actually sit
through a concert with apparent
enjoyment or at least minimal suffer-
ing. | haven't seen many, so this Is
pollcy Is necessary.

This year, the reg desk is In the
huxter's room, and the con area
begins at the entrance to the mini-
lobby connecting all 4 rooms. We
only have 3 of them, BTW. THE CON
IS NOT A SECURE AREA. Those of
you who bring children, be warned.
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WesterCon Report
Continued from Page 3.

the Desert Springs Room, led
(I belleve) by Lee and Barry Gold. |
stuck around the Salon untll my
voice left me and my syes would no
longer stay open, but there was still
a good group when | left, including
John and Mary Creasey and Stsve
and Colleen Savitzky. (And my apol-
ogises to those I've forgoften.)

On Sunday afternoon, there were
three filk panels scheduled. Panel
#1 ran over Into #2, #3 was can-
celled, and only a small group of
“core” people shoed up anyway, so
the whole thing was generally Infor-
mal. At 6 PM, the concen was kicked
off by half an hour of One-Shots.
Harry and | were thers to do the first
two songs, but | couldn’'t help noti-
cing that several of the people who
signed up did not answer to their
names. | thoroughly enjoyed what |
caught of the concenr, although | did
duck out early to catch “Roger
Rabbit’. The performance by Dr.
Jane and the Primordlal Oohz
after the Ice Cream Soclal was mar-
velously entertaining. Clever lyrics
are greatly enhanced by good solld
orchestration, and | was amazed at
how some of the songs she had
performed the night before, with just
guitar, took on totally different
characters with the band. And that Is
NOT to say thal one treatment Is
inferior to the other. After the band
packed up, and it became clear that
the rumor of a huge fllk in the
Grand ballroom was only that, |
drifted back down to the Desert
Springs Room, where the Golds
werse leading what seemed to be an
Informal Chaos. 1 had Intended to
wander up to the foyer where Leslie
Fish was holding court, but some-
how kept on hanging around for one
more follow-up until my husband
came o collect me. We got as far as
our room when | changed my mind
and headed for the suite of the
cryonics organization (whose name
escapes me) to catch Leslie Fish
alternating songs with Frank Gas-
perik. | have no Idea how long they
performed, but they were already at
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it when | arrived and wers still going
strong when | left. Aside from the
rather intense smoks, | consider this
one of the musical highlights of the
Con. | never did get to hear Leslle
sing “The good Ship Venus”,
though, as | only hung on until 4 AM.

I'm not terribly clear on what was
going on Monday (see the previous
sentence), but whatever fllking there
was didnt start unti 2 PM, so we
and the Savitzky’s (possibly known
hereafter as the Kids' Llberation
Front) obtained Gary’s permission to
use the room for some informal
chiidren's programming. This was
our response to the absence of any
such official programming. Not too
many kids showed up, but we made
the most of . | led some songs,
colleen brought some drawing sup-
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plles and games, and Jane Mallan-
der very kindly dropped by to teach
some simple origami and play a
recorder duet or two. | think It was
not too long after this that we
dropped a bunch of money In the
dealers’ room and left.

| can't say that the filk activities
overall were anywhere near as plen-
fiful or as well organized as they
were at the otherwise universally
panned 1987 Westercon (Oakland),
but then, filking Is an entity which
thrives on practically nothing and In
the most unlikely places, so | bslieve
that those who came there to filk
were not disappointed. What was
most In evidence was a loyal,
robust following, gathered in smali
groups, which is really the best way,
anyway. Bulishit aside, | had a good
time.

NolLaCon Hugo
Ballots

Continued from Page 1.

About, Susan says, 2-1/2 o 3 weeks
after the deadline for malling
nominating ballots. What would
Duane have them do at that point? if
anger is valid at this point, | suggest
that the anger be directed at the
people who didn't get around to
mailing the ballots until the very last
possibile moment, or at the Post
Office, Infamous far and wide for its
screw-ups. | suggest t might be
wiser for him not to go casting
doubt on the veracity, honesty, and
integrity of peopie he doesn’t even
know. Especially In print.

it might be noted that In addition to
the consideration of their honesty
and integrity, both Susan and Jim
are regular attendees at filks In their
part of the world. Susan has even
been known fo pen the occasional
filkksong. She told me that she would
have loved to have seen a fllkksong
on the ballot...

The other thing that bothered me in
that article was his lusting after
‘“validation” and somehow suggest-
ing this Is necessary. if my years of
living have taught me anything It is

that if approval and validation for
one’s actions do not come from
within, any amount of external
approval Is meaningiess. filking Is
something we are involved In
becauss we love It and R gives us
pleasure. to suggest that it needs
some sort of external “validation” Is
to Insult and demean both the acti-
vity and those performers he men-
tions so reverentty.

Lalfors Nore: One aadaional pon.
Of Mformaton wiich / chrecked wid
Mary Kay. The maiing 209r8ss for
e balfols was oirecly o tie Sana/-
7elds PO Dok wiich 0y amplec
mezisanes. The bLajols were /1o,
rapdied by ofrer CorcCornt mambears
a0 coUld nol Lave Hesn Je/yed by
SOMmMeona 8/se s 8/To/.

Howewes, [ s88/71s [o 1718 173! 178 A&}
pols of s [ssue fave Desrs
THSS8T Dy Lol Arors: 1) Wial wis
Do J83are? Postnak or Jals o;
recepl? 2} Assummlg Mal f was 07s
postniark ana Nal e nes fac
been mel i Vese LAols recevs
e same wegl! and aeNOn Yra.
HOUId Nave Oeen grvern lo 128 Meran:
CRIBFOMIES? N Lols HTechlly L6
resufls or e Best Nove/ calegory
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SO wWould 096 Commnee flave
18-Laljed 270 180MIET 198 (8sUS?
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Child Policy

Continued from Page 5.

subdivided. Ceflainly toddlers have
to be somewhere that they can run
around and make noise; but many
older children are definltely capable
of sitting in a filk rcom and enjoying
the music, and there are some who
can even contribute their own per-
formances. To this purposse, there
should be an arbitrary age division,
with chiidren from, say, 8-16 being
charged the full children’s rate and
being permitted to attend events;
and a lower charge, or possibly no
charge, for the younger chiidren,
who will be expected to stay away
from these events. f keeping the
peace at the cons is carried to such
extremes at to allenate the fans and
filkers of the future, we are throwing
out the baby with the bath water. it
goes withou! saying that disruptive
behavior will not be tolerated, but it
must be understood that this will
apply to adults as well as chiidren,
and that what is not acceptable from
one will also not be acceptable from
the other.

Please be aware that, at this
moment, it is our plan if possible
NOT to bring our child to Con-
Chord; so these suggestions are not
belng made simply for our own
benefit, but for that of the increasing
numbers of parents among fandom,
a group which must be taken into
consideration for the sake of the
continued wellbeing of fandom and
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FILKZINES AROUND THE
COUNTRY

Harpings: Published by the Fiik
Foundation and edited by Margaret
Middieton, 34 Barbara Drive, Little
Rock, Arkansas 72204; 501/666-
8466; Compuserve 71525,1372.

LOOSE _NOTES: A Zine for Fllky-
Minded Fans. Published and edited
by Susan Landerman, 3327 Wast
Luke Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona
85017.

MetaFllk: Published and edited by
Charles Asbjornsen, 2026 East 55th
Street, Brooklyn, New York 11234.

Na_Mele_ O _Na Hoku--Song_of_the
Stars: Published and edited by
Debra F. Sanders, 1415 Vicloria
Street #206, Honolulu, Hawall
96822

Philk-Fee-Non-Ee-Non:  Published
by Philk Press. Paul Willeft, aditor.
P.O. Box 4128, Panorama City, CA
91412, 818/893-7397.

Philly_ Philk_ Phlash: Published and
edited by Carol Kabakjian, 17 Lewls
Avenue #3, East Lansdowne, Penn-
sylvania 19050-2614.

Xenofilkia: Published and ediled by
Lee Gold, 3965 Alla Road, Los
Angsles, CA 90066, 213/306-7456.

fikdom as a whole. Also, we would
like to remind Paul Willett that not
everyone In fandom Iis fortunate
enough to have family In the area
with whom to leave the chiidren.

4C4DN1CI|'HD|DID
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And make your hotel reservations.
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Be a part of the

7o0tally
'aCL;i?y
TasStesss
Colica /

at ConChord V.

Thor Records Is looking for
supporting cast, techies and
roadies to help with the show.

FILK SOURCES AND
RESOURCES

DAG Productions. 1810 14th Street
#102, Santa Monica, CA 90404
Teiephone: 213/546-4935 or 213/
546-1861 (BBS). Eric Gerds, owner,
producer and publisher.

DAG BBS (Electronic Bulletin Board
System), 213/546-1861 at 300/1200
BAUD. 24 hours/day, Tuesday thru
Sunday. FlIk, costuming, gaming,
books/media, general fannish Inter-
ast.

Firebird Ars & Music. Inc.. P.O. Box
453, El Cerrito, CA 94530. Tele-
phone: 415/528-3172. Andrea Mit-
chell, proprietor; Teri Lee, executive
producer.

Pegasus_ Publishing. P.O. Box
150471, Arlington, TX 76015-6471.

Quicksilver__ Fantasies, P.O. Box
1660, Post Falls, ID 83854.
Thor__Records. P.O. Box 40312,

Downey, CA 90241. Telephons: 213/
862-1722. Chrys Thorsen and Ralph
Mason, music producers.

Unliksly Publications. 1741 Elghth
Street, Berkeley, CA 94710; 415/
525-5534. Cynthia McQuiilin, filk
publisher.

Wail Songs. P.O. Box 29888, Oak-
land, CA 94604. Telephone: 415/
763-6415. Bob Laurent, proprietor,
producer, and publisher.




